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The European Commission
expects a draft paper on its
Seventh Framework Programme
of research grants to suggest
more than doubling the current
budget. The paper, due in the
autumn with formal proposals
early next year, is set to call for 40
billion euros to be spent from
January 2007 to December 2010.
‘This increase is not in any way
disproportionate in the context of
the 3 per cent objective
requested of all member states
by 2010,’ says research
commissioner Philippe Busquin.
To achieve it he stresses the
necessity of increasing research
investment by private companies
to the equivalent of 2 per cent of
GDP and national public
research budget increases up to
1 per cent of GDP. ‘We expect to
arrive at no more than 90 per
cent of the objective set for
public research in the Union
countries. The doubling of the
Community research budget
could help to make up this
shortfall, although not entirely.’
he says
Busquin’s bid for greater funds
hinges on more money for basic
research. ‘First of all, the
Community research effort must
focus on fundamental research.
Europe is lagging behind in this
field and this is a subject of
concern in the scientific
community as a whole. The past
20 years have seen a fall in the
number of European Nobel
prizewinners. We are feeling
painful effects of the United
States’ ability to attract the best
brains,’ he says. The Commission
believes that many European
researchers are not receiving the
kind of support and links they
need. ‘There is certainly a
capacity for scientific excellence
of a very high level in the Union,
but fundamental research is
traditionally a national affair. This
compartmentalisation is now
proving a handicap,’ he says
‘We have introduced support for
the creation of networks of
excellence, but this is insufficient.
There is a need to create new
types of aid with which to
genuinely finance basic research:
on cutting-edge subjects, chosen
by the scientific community
itself,’he says.
In the newly expanded Union,
with 10 new members joining the
present 15, new agendas are
emerging and researchers will be
watching with interest plans to
bolster basic research.
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Europe seeks to double research budget
The European Commission has plans to double its major research budget
with much greater focus on basic research. Nigel Williams reports.
Flag up: Plans by the European Commission in Brussels to increase funds for basic
research through the European Union’s major Framework series of research
programmes will cheer many researchers.  (Photograph: Associated Press)
